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With an empire stretching across central Mexico, unmatched in military and cultural might, the Aztecs
seemed poised on the brink of a golden age in the early sixteenth century. But the arrival of the Spanish
changed everything. Imperialism and the Origins of Mexican Culture chronicles this violent clash of two
empires and shows how modern Mestizo culture evolved over the centuries as a synthesis of Old and New
World civilizations.

Colin MacLachlan begins by tracing Spain and Mesoamerica’s parallel trajectories from tribal enclaves to
complex feudal societies. When the Spanish laid siege to Tenochtitlán and destroyed it in 1521, the Aztecs
could only interpret this catastrophe in cosmic terms. With their gods discredited and their population
ravaged by epidemics, they succumbed quickly to Spanish control?which meant submitting to Christianity.
Spain had just emerged from its centuries-long struggle against the Moors, and zealous Christianity was
central to its imperial vision. But Spain’s conquistadores far outnumbered its missionaries, and the Church’s
decision to exclude Indian converts from priesthood proved shortsighted. Native religious practices persisted,
and a richly blended culture?part Indian, part Christian?began to emerge.

The religious void left in the wake of Spain’s conquests had enduring consequences. MacLachlan’s careful
analysis explains why Mexico is culturally a Mestizo country while ethnically Indian, and why modern
Mexicans remain largely orphaned from their indigenous heritage?the adopted children of European history.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Durham:

The book Imperialism and the Origins of Mexican Culture give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Imperialism and the Origins of Mexican Culture being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a guide Imperialism and the Origins of Mexican Culture. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Patricia Sax:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Imperialism and the Origins of
Mexican Culture. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Judy Marinez:

Why? Because this Imperialism and the Origins of Mexican Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So
, still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Allison Larson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Imperialism and the Origins of Mexican Culture. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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