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At the beginning of 1965, the U.S. seemed on the cusp of a golden age. Although Americans had been
shocked by the assassination in 1963 of President Kennedy, they exuded a sense of consensus and optimism
that showed no signs of abating. Indeed, political liberalism and interracial civil rights activism made it
appear as if 1965 would find America more progressive and unified than it had ever been before. In January
1965, President Lyndon Johnson proclaimed that the country had "no irreconcilable conflicts." Johnson, who
was an extraordinarily skillful manager of Congress, succeeded in securing an avalanche of Great Society
legislation in 1965, including Medicare, immigration reform, and a powerful Voting Rights Act. But as
esteemed historian James T. Patterson reveals in The Eve of Destruction, that sense of harmony dissipated
over the course of the year. As Patterson shows, 1965 marked the birth of the tumultuous era we now know
as "The Sixties," when American society and culture underwent a major transformation. Turmoil erupted in
the American South early in the year, when police attacked civil rights demonstrators in Selma, Alabama.
Many black leaders, outraged, began to lose faith in nonviolent and interracial strategies of protest.
Meanwhile, the U.S. rushed into a deadly war in Vietnam, inciting rebelliousness at home. On August 11th,
five days after Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act, racial violence exploded in the Watts area of Los
Angeles. The six days of looting and arson that followed shocked many Americans and cooled their
enthusiasm for the president's remaining initiatives. As the national mood darkened, the country became
deeply divided. By the end of 1965, a conservative resurgence was beginning to redefine the political scene
even as developments in popular music were enlivening the Left. In The Eve of Destruction, Patterson traces
the events of this transformative year, showing how they dramatically reshaped the nation and reset the
course of Am
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From reader reviews:

Ross Larson:

The book [ { THE EVE OF DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965 TRANSFORMED AMERICA } ] by Patterson,
James T (AUTHOR) Nov-27-2012 [ Hardcover ] make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book [ { THE EVE OF
DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965 TRANSFORMED AMERICA } ] by Patterson, James T (AUTHOR) Nov-
27-2012 [ Hardcover ] being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open up and read a reserve [ { THE EVE OF DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965 TRANSFORMED AMERICA }
] by Patterson, James T (AUTHOR) Nov-27-2012 [ Hardcover ]. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Linda Young:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be read. [ { THE EVE OF DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965
TRANSFORMED AMERICA } ] by Patterson, James T (AUTHOR) Nov-27-2012 [ Hardcover ] can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Nicolas Jones:

Beside that [ { THE EVE OF DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965 TRANSFORMED AMERICA } ] by Patterson,
James T (AUTHOR) Nov-27-2012 [ Hardcover ] in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have [ {
THE EVE OF DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965 TRANSFORMED AMERICA } ] by Patterson, James T
(AUTHOR) Nov-27-2012 [ Hardcover ] because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Clayton Johnson:

You can find this [ { THE EVE OF DESTRUCTION: HOW 1965 TRANSFORMED AMERICA } ] by
Patterson, James T (AUTHOR) Nov-27-2012 [ Hardcover ] by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In



the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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