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In sailing westward in 1492, did Columbus defy the prevailing belief that the Earth was flat? Was Thomas
Paine an atheist? Was Truman plucked from obscurity to be F.D.R's running mate in 1944? Are presidential
campaigns nowadays far dirtier than they were in the past? Is Hillary Clinton the most active or influential
First Lady ever? Not so, says Paul Boller, in this delightfully informative look at some of the most common
myths and misconceptions about the American past. As he did in his bestselling They Never Said It, Boller
provides us with a cornucopia of historical correction, debunking myths that range from the trivial-for
instance, George Washington did not have false teeth made of wood (they were made of ivory)-to the
pernicious (F.D.R. did not know in advance that the Japanese planned to bomb Pearl Harbor). We learn that
most educated people in Columbus's day knew the world was round (it was Washington Irving who first
portrayed Columbus as defying a coterie of flat-earthers); that Washington's famous Farewell Address was
mostly written by Alexander Hamilton; that the Pledge of Allegiance was penned by Francis Bellamy, a
devout socialist, in 1892 (and it was intended as a paean to big government); that Thomas Paine was not an
atheist, but a deist (as were Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin), and his Age of Reason attacked both
organized religion and atheism; that Truman was far from an obscure politician in 1944 (he had been on the
cover of Time in 1943 for his Senate work uncovering waste and fraud in the war industries, and a Look
magazine poll placed Truman among the ten figures who had contributed the most to the war effort); that
presidential campaigns in the old days were more vituperative than recent ones; and that several First Ladies
were more influential than Hillary Clinton, most notably Eleanor Roosevelt and Edith Wilson (the latter
played a crucial role in her husband's administration from 1919
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From reader reviews:

Dan Fry:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Not So!: Popular Myths About
America From Columbus to Clinton will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suited book with you?

Bruce Healy:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Not So!: Popular Myths About America From Columbus to
Clinton it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book has high quality.

John Edwards:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Not So!: Popular Myths About America From Columbus to Clinton was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Kelly Breedlove:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Not So!: Popular Myths About America From Columbus to Clinton can



make you sense more interested to read.
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