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Among the great civilizations of the world, Islam remains an enigma to Western readers. Now, in a
beautifully illustrated historical atlas, noted scholar of religion Malise Ruthven recounts the fascinating and
important history of the Islamic world.

From the birth of the prophet Muhammed to the independence of post-Soviet Muslim states in Central Asia,
this accessible and informative atlas explains the historical evolution of Islamic societies. Short essays cover
a wide variety of themes, including the central roles played by sharia (divine law) and fiqh (jurisprudence);
philosophy; arts and architecture; the Muslim city; trade, commerce, and manufacturing; marriage and family
life; tribal distributions; kinship and dynastic power; ritual and devotional practices; Sufism; modernist and
reformist trends; the European domination of the Islamic world; the rise of the modern national state; oil
exports and arms imports; and Muslim populations in non-Muslim countries, including the United States.

Lucid and inviting full-color maps chronicle the changing internal and external boundaries of the Islamic
world, showing the principal trade routes through which goods, ideas, and customs spread. Ruthven traces
the impact of various Islamic dynasties in art and architecture and shows the distribution of sects and
religious minorities, the structure of Islamic cities, and the distribution of resources. Among the book's
valuable contributions is the incorporation of the often neglected geographical and environmental factors,
from the Fertile Crescent to the North African desert, that have helped shape Islamic history.

Rich in narrative and visual detail that illuminates the story of Islamic civilization, this timely atlas is an
indispensable resource to anyone interested in world history and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Handy:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Historical Atlas of Islam seemed to be making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The reserve Historical Atlas of Islam is not only giving you much more new information but also to
get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Historical Atlas of Islam. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Guadalupe Baum:

The e-book with title Historical Atlas of Islam includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Marvin Murphy:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Historical Atlas of Islam it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Robert Russell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be read.
Historical Atlas of Islam can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
extra time problems.
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