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Napoleon’s campaigns were the most complex military undertakings in history before the nineteenth century.
But the defining battles of Austerlitz, Borodino, and Waterloo changed more than the nature of warfare.
Concepts of chance, contingency, and probability became permanent fixtures in the West’s understanding of
how the world works. Empire of Chance examines anew the place of war in the history of Western thought,
showing how the Napoleonic Wars inspired a new discourse on knowledge.

Soldiers returning from the battlefields were forced to reconsider basic questions about what it is possible to
know and how decisions are made in a fog of imperfect knowledge. Artists and intellectuals came to see war
as embodying modernity itself. The theory of war espoused in Carl von Clausewitz’s classic treatise
responded to contemporary developments in mathematics and philosophy, and the tools for solving military
problems?maps, games, and simulations?became models for how to manage chance. On the other hand, the
realist novels of Balzac, Stendhal, and Tolstoy questioned whether chance and contingency could ever be
described or controlled.

As Anders Engberg-Pedersen makes clear, after Napoleon the state of war no longer appeared exceptional
but normative. It became a prism that revealed the underlying operative logic determining the way society is
ordered and unfolds.
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From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Chris Henderson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars
and the Disorder of Things is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mary Muncy:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Empire of Chance: The
Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Wesley Baker:

This Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things is completely new way for you
who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Empire
of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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