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How did Renaissance composers write their music? In this revolutionary look at a subject that has fascinated
scholars for years, musicologist Jessie Ann Owens offers new and striking evidence that contrary to accepted
theory, sixteenth-century composers did not use scores to compose--even to write complex vocal polyphony.

Drawing on sources that include contemporary theoretical treatises, documents and letters, iconographical
evidence, actual fragments of composing slates, and numerous sketches, drafts, and corrected autograph
manuscripts, Owens carefully reconstructs the step-by-step process by which composers between 1450 and
1600 composed their music. The manuscript evidence--autographs of more than thirty composers--shows the
stages of work on awide variety of music--instrumental and vocal, sacred and secul ar--from across most of
Renaissance Europe. Her research demonstrates that instead of working in full score, Renaissance composers
fashioned the music in parts, often working with brief segments, according to alinear conception. The
importance of this discovery on editorial interpretation and on performance cannot be overstated.

The book opens with a broad picture of what has been known about Renaissance composition. From there,
Owens examines the teaching of composition and the ways in which musicians and composers both read and
wrote music. She also considers evidence for composition that occurred independent of writing, such as
composing "in the mind" or composing with instruments. In chapters on the manuscript evidence, she
establishes a typology both of the sources themselves and of their contents (sketches, drafts, fair copies). She
concludes with case studies detailing the working methods of Francesco Corteccia, Henricus Isaac, Cipriano
de Rore, and Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina.

This book will change the way we analyze and understand early music. Clear, provocative, and painstakingly
researched, Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 makes essential reading for
scholars of Renaissance music as well as those working in related fields such as sketch studies and music
theory.
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From reader reviews:
Rodney Mitchell:

Typically the book Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 will bring that you
the new experience of reading a new book. The author styleto clarify theideais very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Composers at Work: The Craft of
Musical Composition 1450-1600 is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Pamela Brock:

Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his'her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing
Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Brian Paige:

Beside this Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 in your phone, it might give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 because this book offersto
you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Carole Houston:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 can make
you experience more interested to read.
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