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GAO-11-317. Climate change poses risks to many environmental and economic systems, including
agriculture, infrastructure, and ecosystems. Federal law has periodically required the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) to report on federal climate change funding. GAO was asked to examine (1) federal
funding for climate change activities and how these activities are organized; (2) the extent to which methods
for defining and reporting climate change funding are interpreted consistently across the federal government;
(3) federal climate change strategic priorities, and the extent to which funding is aligned with these priorities;
and (4) what options, if any, are available to better align federal climate change funding with strategic
priorities. GAO analyzed OMB funding reports and responses to a Web-based questionnaire sent to federal
officials, reviewed available literature, and interviewed stakeholders. Funding for climate change activities
reported by OMB increased from $4.6 billion in 2003 to $8.8 billion in 2010, and is organized in a complex,
crosscutting system. OMB reports funding in four categories. technology to reduce emissions, science to
better understand climate change, international assistance for developing countries, and wildlife adaptation to
respond to actual or expected changes. Over this period, technology funding, the largest category, increased
from $2.56 billion to $5.5 billion and increased as a share of total funding. OMB also reported $26.1 hillion
as funding for climate change programs and activities in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009, and tax expenditures to encourage emissions reductions, with $7.2 hillion in federal revenue lossesin
2010. Many federal entities manage related activities, including interagency programs that coordinate agency
actions. Questionnaire responses suggest that methods for defining and reporting climate change funding are
not interpreted consistently across the federal government. Respondents identified three methods for defining
and reporting climate change funding, foremost of which is guidance contained in OMB Circular A-11.
While most said their own organization consistently applied these methods internally, far fewer said that they
were applied consistently across the government. Some, for example, noted that other agencies use their own
interpretation of definitions, resulting in inconsistent accounting across the government, because of several
factors, such as the difficulty in distinguishing between programs related and unrelated to climate change.
Respondents, literature, and stakeholders identified two key factors that complicate efforts to align funding
with priorities. First, notwithstanding existing coordinating mechanisms, questionnaire results indicated that
federal officials do not have a shared understanding of strategic priorities. Second, respondents indicated that
since mechanisms for aigning funding with priorities are nonbinding, they are limited when in conflict with
agencies own priorities. Among GAO's recommendations are that the appropriate entities within the
Executive Office of the President (EOP), in consultation with Congress, clearly establish federa strategic
climate change priorities and assess the effectiveness of current practices for defining and reporting related
funding. Relevant EOP entities did not provide official written comments, but instead provided technical
comments, which GAO incorporated as appropriate.~
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From reader reviews:
Hyacinth Mills:

The book Climate Change: Improvements Needed to Clarify National Priorities and Better Align Them With
Federal Funding Decisions can give more knowledge and a so the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Climate Change: |mprovements Needed
to Clarify National Priorities and Better Align Them With Federal Funding Decisions? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Climate Change: Improvements Needed to Clarify
National Priorities and Better Align Them With Federal Funding Decisions has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it isvery wonderful.

L eonel Burton:

This book untitled Climate Change: Improvements Needed to Clarify National Priorities and Better Align
Them With Federal Funding Decisions to be one of several books that will best seller in thisyear, thisis
because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
for you to past this reserve from your list.

Rebecca Beal:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Climate Change:
Improvements Needed to Clarify National Priorities and Better Align Them With Federal Funding
Decisions, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang
typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on itsreferred to as
reading friends.

Stacey Greene:

This Climate Change: Improvements Needed to Clarify National Priorities and Better Align Them With
Federal Funding Decisionsis great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal
it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are



read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Climate Change: |mprovements Needed
to Clarify National Priorities and Better Align Them With Federal Funding Decisions in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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