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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,5, University of Vechta (Institut für Geistes- und Kulturwissenschaften), language: English, abstract: This
paper deals with Orwell’s text ‘Shooting an Elephant’. I use the term text deliberately since my topic says
“George Orwell: ‘Shooting an Elephant’ - Short Story or Essay on the Essence of Colonialism”. The
question of genre has been debated for decades and there have been several quarrels about allocating it to a
certain genre. Most experts, however, call the text an essay but there are also those who insist on the text
belonging to the group of the short stories.
In my paper I will work out features of both genres and at the end of my study I will sum up the findings and
draw a conclusion.
First, I will give a short definition of the terms ‘Short Story’ and ‘Essay’. This is to show the characteristics
of the two genres that I will pick up again in the course of this paper. After a brief summary I will start the
analysis of the text working out topics like parallels to Orwell’s life, the meaning of the elephant or the
construction of the text. In the final part I will sum up my results and draw a conclusion.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called "Shooting
an Elephant" of George Orwell - Short Story or Essay on the Essence of Colonialism?? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Joseph Lunsford:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be "Shooting an Elephant" of George Orwell - Short Story or
Essay on the Essence of Colonialism? why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joshua Parsons:

Beside this particular "Shooting an Elephant" of George Orwell - Short Story or Essay on the Essence of
Colonialism? in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have "Shooting an Elephant" of George
Orwell - Short Story or Essay on the Essence of Colonialism? because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Dora Dickey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the "Shooting an Elephant" of George Orwell - Short Story or Essay on the Essence of Colonialism?
when you needed it?
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