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Considerable attention has recently been focused on the importance of social networks and business culture
in reducing transaction costs, both in the pre-industrial period and during the nineteenth century. This book
brings together twelve original contributions by scholarsin the United Kingdom, continental Europe, and
North America which represent important and innovative research on this topic. They cover two broad
themes. First, the role of business culture in determining commercial success, in particular the importance of
familia, religious, ethnic and associational connections in the working lives of merchants and the impact of
business practices on family life. Second, the wider institutional and political framework for business
operations, in particular the relationship between the political economy of trade and the cultural world of
merchants in an era of transition from personal to corporate structures. These key themes are developed in
three separate sections, each with four contributions. They focus, in turn, on the role of culturein building
and preserving businesses; the interplay between institutions, networks and power in determining
commercia success or failure; and the significance of faith and the family in influencing business strategies
and the direction of merchant enterprise. The wider historiographical context of the individual contributions
isdiscussed in an extended introductory chapter which sets out the overall agenda of the book and provides a
broader comparative framework for analysing the specific issues covered in each of the three sections. Taken
together the collection offers an important addition to the available literature in this field and will attract a
wide readership amongst business, cultural, maritime, economic, social and urban historians, as well as
historical anthropologists, sociologists and other social scientists whose research embraces alonger-term
perspective.
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From reader reviews:
Jeremy Scott:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
alot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in thisworld always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of themis
this Commerce and Culture: Nineteenth-Century Business Elites (Modern Economic and Social History).

Eldon Hall:

Commerce and Culture: Nineteenth-Century Business Elites (Modern Economic and Social History) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Commerce and Culture: Nineteenth-Century Business Elites (Modern
Economic and Social History) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Dolores Schreiber:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Commerce and Culture: Nineteenth-Century
Business Elites (Modern Economic and Socia History) e-book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who al read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty Commerce and Culture: Nineteenth-Century Business Elites (M odern Economic and Social
History) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't
assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Titus Johnson:

Isit you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Commerce and Culture: Nineteenth-Century
Business Elites (Modern Economic and Socia History) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not
anerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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