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Humphrey Bogart. Abbott and Costello. Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney. John Wayne. Rita Hayworth and
Betty Grable. Images of these film icons conjure up a unique moment in cinema and history, one of
optimism and concern, patriotism and cynicism. What Dreams Were Made Of examines the performers who
helped define American cinema in the 1940s, a decade of rapid and repeated upheaval for Hollywood and the
United States. Through insightful discussions of key films as well as studio publicity and fan magazines, the
essays in this collection analyze how these actors and actresses helped lift spirits during World War II,
whether in service comedies, combat films, or escapist musicals. The contributors, all major writers on the
stars and movies of this period, also explore how cultural shifts after the war forced many stars to adjust to
new outlooks and attitudes, particularly in film noir. Together, they represented the hopes and fears of a
nation during turbulent times, enacting on the silver screen the dreams of millions of moviegoers.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This What Dreams Were Made Of: Movie
Stars of the 1940s (Star Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) is simple to deliver you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Paul Dixon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like What Dreams Were Made Of:
Movie Stars of the 1940s (Star Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Greg Little:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What Dreams Were Made Of: Movie Stars of
the 1940s (Star Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Dennis Sellers:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the
What Dreams Were Made Of: Movie Stars of the 1940s (Star Decades: American Culture/American
Cinema) when you needed it?
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