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Winner of the 2014 Pulitzer Prizefor History

"Impressively resear ched and beautifully crafted...a brilliant account of slavery in Virginiaduring
and after the Revolution." ?Mark M. Smith, Wall Street Journal

Frederick Douglass recalled that slaves living along Chesapeake Bay longingly viewed sailing ships as
"freedom’ s swift-winged angels." In 1813 those angels appeared in the bay as British warships coming to
punish the Americans for declaring war on the empire. Over many nights, hundreds of slaves paddied out to
the warships seeking protection for their families from the ravages of slavery. The runaways pressured the
British admirals into becoming liberators. As guides, pilots, sailors, and marines, the former slaves used their
intimate knowledge of the countryside to transform the war. They enabled the British to escalate their
onshore attacks and to capture and burn Washington, D.C. Tidewater masters had long dreaded their slaves
as"aninternal enemy." By mobilizing that enemy, the war ignited the deepest fears of Chesapeake
slaveholders. It also alienated Virginians from a national government that had neglected their defense.
Instead they turned south, their interests aligning more and more with their section. In 1820 Thomas
Jefferson observed of sectionalism: "Like afirebell in the night [it] awakened and filled me with terror. |
considered it at once the knell of the union." The notes of alarm in Jefferson's comment speak of the fear
aroused by the recent crisis over slavery in his home state. His vision of a cataclysm to come proved
prescient. Jefferson's startling observation registered aturn in the nation’ s course, a pivot from the national
purpose of the founding toward the threat of disunion. Drawn from new sources, Alan Taylor's riveting
narrative re-creates the events that inspired black Virginians, haunted slaveholders, and set the nation on a
new and dangerous course. 35 illustrations; 4 maps
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From reader reviews:
Joshua West:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Internal Enemy:
Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Carl Yeates:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in
Virginia, 1772-1832 is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Muriel Carpenter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia,
1772-1832 as your daily resource information.

George Medrano:

This The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 is great book for you because the content
that isfull of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within
it. Soif you areread it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Internal Enemy:
Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but
this book already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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