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The decline and fall of Safavid Iran is traditionally seen as the natural outcome of the unrelieved political
stagnation and moral degeneration which characterized late Safavid Iran. Persia in Crisis challenges this
view. In this ground-breaking new book, Rudi Matthee revisits traditional sources and introduces new ones
to take a fresh look at Safavid Iran in the century preceding the fall of Isfahan in 1722, which brought down
the dynasty and ushered in a long period of turbulence in Iranian history. Inherently vulnerable because of
the country's physical environment, its tribal makeup, and a small economic base, the Safavid state was
fatally weakened over the course of the seventeenth century. Matthee views Safavid Iran as a network of
precarious alliances subject to perpetual negotiation and the society they ruled as an uneasy balance between
conflicting forces. In the later seventeenth century, this delicate balance shifted from cohesion to
fragmentation. An increasingly detached, palace-bound shah; a weakening link between the capital and the
outlying provinces; the regime's neglect of the military; and its short-sighted monetary policies combined to
exacerbate rather than redress existing problems, leaving the country with a ruler too feeble to hold
factionalism and corruption in check and a military unable to defend its borders against outside attack by
Ottomans and Afghans. The scene was set for the Crisis of 1722. This book makes a major contribution to
our understanding of Iranian history and the period that led to two hundred years of decline and eclipse for
Iran.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Persia in Crisis: Safavid
Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies). All type of book are you able to see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Edward Salazar:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (International
Library of Iranian Studies) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer of Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (International
Library of Iranian Studies) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Persia in
Crisis: Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies) is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Florence Hall:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they
write about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book.
One of them is this Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian
Studies).

Aaron Edgington:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the
Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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