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The Commonwealth of Nature explores the role of Tuscan visual culture in the poetic construction of a
commonwealth. For Campbell, “commonwealth” should be viewed not only in the context of abstract
political theory but also as a living reality, dependent upon the very processes of art making. The book
focuses on four exceptional works: Brunetto Latini’s didactic poem the Tesoretto; a unique illustrated
manuscript of the same; and Simone Martini’s Maestà and Ambrogio Lorenzetti’s Allegory of Good and Bad
Government, both painted for the Palazzo Pubblico in Siena.

Campbell asserts that political interpretations of the art of the Tuscan communes ignore what Brunetto
understood as a vital difference between the institutions of civic government and the reality of a
commonwealth that was properly conveyed by poetry. Guiding us from the miniature to the monumental,
from the private to the public, Campbell presents the inextricable links among poetry, art, and
commonwealth. Beginning with the trope of secrecy in the Tesoretto and the poetic interpretation of
friendship in the illustrated manuscript, she then moves on to Martini’s and Lorenzetti’s paintings, arguing
that they are not solely political but are fully charged with the poetic as well. Concluding with a discussion
of the Allegory of Good and Bad Government, Campbell interprets the painting as a medium through which
the peaceful commonwealth might be reinvented as a vital experience.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book The Commonwealth of Nature: Art and Poetic Community in
the Age of Dante seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Commonwealth of Nature: Art and
Poetic Community in the Age of Dante is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Commonwealth of Nature: Art and Poetic Community in the Age of Dante. You
never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Roger Sowa:

The reason? Because this The Commonwealth of Nature: Art and Poetic Community in the Age of Dante is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Peggy Elmore:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Commonwealth of Nature: Art
and Poetic Community in the Age of Dante is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ella Hodge:

You can get this The Commonwealth of Nature: Art and Poetic Community in the Age of Dante by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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