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How did ancient Greek men and women deal with the uncertainty and risk of everyday life? What did they
fear most, and how did they manage their anxieties? Esther Eidinow sets side-by-side two collections of
material usually studied in isolation: binding curse tablets from across the ancient world, and the collection
of published private questions from the oracle at Dodonain north-west Greece. Eidinow uses these textsto
explore perceptions of risk and uncertainty in ancient society, challenging previous explanations.

In these records we hear voicesthat are rarely, if ever, heard in literary texts and history books. The
guestions and cursesin these tablets comprise fervent, sometimes ferocious appeal s to the gods. The stories
they tell offer tantalizing glimpses of everyday life, carrying the reader through the teeming ancient city --
both its physical setting and its socia dynamics. Among these tablets we find prostitutes and publicans,
doctors and soldiers, netmakers and silver-workers, actors and seamstresses. Anxious litigants ask the gods
to silence their opponents. Men inquire about the paternity of their children. Women beg the gods to help
them keep their men. Businessrivalstry to corner the market. Slaves plead to escape their masters.

This material takes us beyond the headlines of ancient history, offering new insightsinto institutions,
activities, and relationships. Above al, individually and together, these texts help us to understand some of
the ways in which ancient Greek men and women understood the world. In turn, the beliefs and activities of
an ancient culture may shed light on modern attitudes to risk.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

Here thing why this specific Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks are different and reliable
to be yours. First of al studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which isthe
content is as yummy as food or not. Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar
with Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Oracles, Curses, and Risk
Among the Ancient Greeksin e-book can be your alternative.

David Soto:

This book untitled Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will
easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Charlene Rodriquez:

Isit aperson who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the
Ancient Greeks can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Betty Bowers:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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