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Was the “Blood Countess” history’s first and perhaps worst female serial killer? Or did her accusers
create a violent fiction in order to remove this beautiful, intelligent, ambitious foe from the male-
dominated world of Hungarian politics?
 
In 1611, Countess Erzsébet Báthory, a powerful Hungarian noblewoman, stood helpless as masons walled
her inside her castle tower, dooming her to spend her final years in solitary confinement. Her crime—the
gruesome murders of dozens of female servants, mostly young girls tortured to death for displeasing their
ruthless mistress. Her opponents painted her as a bloodthirsty škrata—a witch—a portrayal that would
expand to grotesque proportions through the centuries.

In this riveting dramatization of Erzsébet Báthory’s life, the countess tells her story in her own words,
writing to her only son—a final reckoning from his mother in an attempt to reveal the truth behind her
downfall. Countess Báthory describes her upbringing in one of the most powerful noble houses in Hungary,
recounting in loving detail her devotion to her parents and siblings as well as the heartbreak of losing her
father at a young age. She soon discovers the price of being a woman in sixteenth-century Hungary as her
mother arranges her marriage to Ferenc Nádasdy, a union made with the cold calculation of a financial
transaction. Young Erzsébet knows she has no choice but to accept this marriage even as she laments its
loveless nature and ultimately turns to the illicit affections of another man.

Seemingly resigned to a marriage of convenience and a life of surreptitious pleasure, the countess surprises
even herself as she ignites a marital spark with Ferenc through the most unromantic of acts: the violent
punishment of an insolent female servant. The event shows Ferenc that his wife is no trophy but a strong,
determined woman more than capable of managing their vast estates during Ferenc’s extensive military
campaigns against the Turks. Her naked assertion of power accomplishes what her famed beauty could not:
capturing the love of her husband.

The countess embraces this new role of loving wife and mother, doing everything she can to expand her
husband’s power and secure her family’s future. But a darker side surfaces as Countess Báthory’s demand
for virtue, obedience, and, above all, respect from her servants takes a sinister turn. What emerges is not only
a disturbing, unflinching portrait of the deeds that gave Báthory the moniker “Blood Countess,” but an
intimate look at the woman who became a monster.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bartlett:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Countess: A Novel of
Elizabeth Bathory book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Edwina Hinkle:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory, you
may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Randall Wilmes:

This The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Countess: A Novel of
Elizabeth Bathory in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Tommy Worm:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory.
You can more inviting than now.
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