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As exemplified by Madame Butterfly, East-West relations have often been expressed as the relations between
the masculine, dominant West and the feminine, submissive East. Yet, this binary model does not account
for the important role of white women in the construction of Orientalism. Mari Yoshihara's study examines a
wide range of white women who were attracted to Japan and China in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century and shows how, through their engagement with Asia, these women found new forms of expression,
power, and freedom that were often denied to them in other realms of their lives in America. She
demonstrates how white women's attraction to Asia shaped and was shaped by a complex mix of exoticism
for the foreign, admiration for the refined, desire for power and control, and love and compassion for the
people of Asia. Through concrete historical narratives and careful textual analysis, she examines the
ideological context for America's changing discourse about Asia and interrogates the power and appeal--as
well as the problems and limitations--of American Orientalism for white women's explorations of their
identities. Combining the analysis of race and gender in the United States and the study of U.S.-Asian
relations, Yoshihara's work represents the transnational direction of scholarship in American Studies and
U.S. history. In addition, this interdisciplinary work brings together diverse materials and approaches,
including cultural history, material culture, visual arts, performance studies, and literary analysis.

Embracing the East was the winner of the 2003 Hiroshi Shimizu Award of the Japanese Association for
American Studies (best book in American Studies by a junior member of the association).
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From reader reviews:

Wendell Nadeau:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go through.
Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.

Timothy Rhine:

Beside this Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
also read it from now!

Edwin Ashford:

This Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Embracing the
East: White Women and American Orientalism can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life along with knowledge.

Jonathan Baker:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Embracing the East: White Women and American Orientalism when you
needed it?
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