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One was a robust charmer given to fits of passion, whose physical appeal could captivate women as easily as
cajole colleagues. The other was a frail, melancholy man of quiet intellect, whose ailments drove him
eventually to alcohol and drug addiction. Born into different social classes, they were as opposite as men
could be. Yet these sons of Georgia, Robert Toombs and Alexander H. Stephens, became fast friends and
together changed the course of the South.

Writing with the style and authority that has made him one of our most popular historians of the Civil War,
William C. Davis has written a biography of a friendship that captures the Confederacy in microcosm. He
tells how Toombs and Stephens dominated the formation of the new nation and served as its vice president
and secretary of state. After years of disillusionment, each abandoned participation in the government and
left to its own fate a Confederacy that would not dance to their tune.

Davis traces this unlikely relationship from its early days in the Georgia legislature through the trials of
secession and war, revealing how both men persevered during the war and developed a deep animosity for
Jefferson Davis. He then chronicles their postwar lives up to the emotional moment when Toombs stood
eulogizing his long-time friend at his funeral, just four months after Stephens was elected governor of the
Georgia they had loved as much as one another.

Drawing extensively on primary sources, including Stephens's voluminous letters and Toombs' widely
scattered papers, Davis tells how two men of different temperaments remained friends, out of step with all
but a few and occasionally even with each other. He concentrates on their Confederate years, when the
fraternity they shared had its greatest impact, to show how they embodied both the strengths and the
weaknesses of the Confederacy.

While there are biographies of each man, none convey the significance or the depth of their friendship. Davis
shows us how they loved the South as it once was, the Union as they thought it ought to have been, and the
Confederacy of their dreams that never came to be. They lost all three, but through five decades of crisis,
they never failed each other.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Benedict:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Union That Shaped the
Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander H. Stephens book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Armistead:

The experience that you get from The Union That Shaped the Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander
H. Stephens is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Union That Shaped the
Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander H. Stephens giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having that The Union That Shaped the Confederacy: Robert
Toombs and Alexander H. Stephens instantly.

Dana Barker:

The book untitled The Union That Shaped the Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander H. Stephens
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Paul Jackson:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Union That Shaped the
Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander H. Stephens is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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