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Shortly after the Nazi government fell, a philosophy professor at Heidelberg University lectured on a subject
that burned the consciousness and conscience of thinking Germans. Are the German people guilty?These
lectures by Karl Jaspers, an outstanding European philosopher, attracted wide attention among German
intellectuals and students; they seemed to offer a path to sanity and morality in a disordered world. Jaspers, a
life-long liberal, attempted in this book to discuss rationally a problem that had thus far evoked only heat and
fury. Neither an evasive apology nor a wholesome condemnation, his book distinguished between types of
guilt and degrees of responsibility. He listed four categories of guilt: criminal guilt (the commitment of overt
acts), political guilt (the degree of political acquiescence in the Nazi regime), moral guilt (a matter of private
judgment among one's friends), and metaphysical guilt (a universally shared responsibility of those who
chose to remain alive rather than die in protest against Nazi atrocities). Karl Jaspers (1883-1969) took his
degree in medicine but soon became interested in psychiatry. He is the author of a standard work of
psychopathology, as well as special studies on Strindberg, Van Gogh and Nietsche. After World War I he
became Professor of Philosophy at Heidelberg, where he achieved fame as a brilliant teacher and an early
exponent of existentialism. He was among the first to acquaint German readers with the works of
Kierkegaard. Jaspers had to resign from his post in 1935. From the total isolation into which the Hitler
regime forced him, Jaspers returned in 1945 to a position of central intellectual leadership of the younger
liberal elements of Germany. In his first lecture in 1945, he forcefully reminded his audience of the fate of
the German Jews. Jaspers's unblemished record as an anti-Nazi, as well as his sentient mind, have made him
a rallying point center for those of his compatriots who wish to reconstruct a free and democratic Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cancel:

The ability that you get from The Question of German Guilt (Perspectives in Continental Philosophy) is a
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Question of German Guilt
(Perspectives in Continental Philosophy) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this The Question of German Guilt (Perspectives in Continental Philosophy) instantly.

Ann Morgan:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Question of German Guilt (Perspectives in
Continental Philosophy) as the daily resource information.

Dwight Bailey:

The reason? Because this The Question of German Guilt (Perspectives in Continental Philosophy) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Dixon:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this



The Question of German Guilt (Perspectives in Continental Philosophy) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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