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Ever since Kant, attempts to close down metaphysical inquiry in philosophy have proliferated. Yet the
interest in metaphysics persists and is showing signs of resurgence among students concerned with raising
the most basic questions about life and being as a whole.

This book is an attempt to reopen the fundamental question of being and to pursue that question in a way that
is critical and systematic. Oliva Blanchette begins by establishing the necessity of raising the question of
being as being after the natural sciences and phenomenology have run their course and pursuing it according
to a method that is properly metaphysical as well as critical. He then proceeds to examine how we think of
being according to a logic that is at once universal and concrete leading to a transcendental conception of
being as analogous. After elaborating on the properties of being as one, active, true, and good, the author
inquires into the structure of being and its constitutive principles as becoming and as finite. This brings him
to a consideration of how being is communicated among a plurality and a diversity of beings according to a
universal order of nature and history. Blanchette concludes by showing the necessity of raising the question
of a totally transcendent Being at the end of metaphysics and of answering the question in the affirmative,
even though the essence of what we are affirming escapes the grasp of our understanding.

The discourse is thus shown to have a beginning, a middle, and an end of interest to anyone concerned with
the defense of metaphysics not only as having a standing in philosophy but also as arriving at such a standing
only through a critical reflection on being as given in experience. It requires a special interest in raising the
universal question of being, but it is accessible to anyone who has arrived at the point of exercising critical
judgment about what there is in reality in the course of any investigation that is scientific or
phenomenological.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Oliva Blanchette is Professor of Philosophy at Boston College. He is the author of numerous works,
including The Perfection of the Universe According to Aquinas.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

WINNER OF THE 2007 FINDLAY BOOK PRIZE OF THE METAPHYSICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

"Blanchette has produced a book of colossal breadth and depth of erudition. . . . It is a work that solidly
establishes the metaphysical enterprise at the beginning of the third millennium. All contemporary
philosophers will surely find profit in its careful study."?Michael J. Dodds, The Thomist



"A beautifully written, complex work of great distinction, it may rank as one of the most important books of
its kind in living memory. Even those unsympathetic to metaphysics will find this prodigy of limpid clarity
irresistible. Despite the vast scale of the book, there is not an obfuscating sentence."?Cyprian Love, OSB, 
Irish Theological Quarterly

"Professor Blanchette's focus on the questioning subject and on judgment is an extremely valuable
methodological decision." ? David M. Hammond, The Maritain Notebook
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From reader reviews:

Earl Hess:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics. Try to
the actual book Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics as your close friend. It means
that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Carrie Correll:

The book Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like available and read a guide Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in
Metaphysics. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Matthew Thompson:

The book Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Philosophy of
Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in Metaphysics has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Felicia Sharpton:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your



case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Philosophy of Being: A Reconstructive Essay in
Metaphysics can make you feel more interested to read.
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