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The appearance of the crossbow on the European battle field in A.D. 1100 as the weapon of choice for
shooting down knights threatened the status quo of medieval chivalric fighting techniques. By 1139 the
Church had intervened, outlawing the use of the crossbow among Christians. With this edict, arms control
was born.

As Robert L. O'Connell revealsin thisvividly written history of weapons in Western culture, that first
attempt at an arms control measure characterizes the complex and often paradoxical relationship between
men and arms throughout the centuries. In a sweeping narrative that ranges from prehistoric times to the
nuclear age, O'Connell demonstrates how social and economic conditions determine the types of weapons
and the tactics used in warfare and how, in turn, innovations in weapons technology often undercut socia
values. He describes, for instance, how the invention of the gun required a redefinition of courage from
aggressive ferocity to calmness under fire; and how the machine gun in World War | so overthrew traditional
notions of combat that Lord Kitchener exclaimed, "Thisisn't war!" The technology unleashed during the
Great War radically altered our perceptions of ourselves, as these new weapons made human qualities almost
irrelevant in combat. With the invention of the atomic bomb, humanity itself became subservient to the
weapons it had produced.

Of Arms and Men brilliantly integrates the evolution of politics, weapons, strategy, and tacticsinto a
coherent narrative, one spiced with striking portraits of men in combat and penetrating insights into why men
go to war.
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From reader reviews:
Kurt Gomez:

This Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and Aggression are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons,
and Aggression can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Of Armsand Men: A History of War, Weapons, and Aggression giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

James Jackson:

The e-book untitled Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and Aggression is the book that
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot
of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also
could possibly get the e-book of Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and Aggression from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Charlie Attwood:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and Aggression your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in areserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and
Aggression giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better lifein this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Albert Fragoso:

Asascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to thelibrary or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and aso
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and
Aggression can make you sense more interested to read.
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