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Leg over Leg recounts the life, from birth to middle age, of “the Fariyaq,” alter ego of Ahmad Faris al-
Shidyaq, a pivotal figurein theintellectual and literary history of the modern Arab world. The always
edifying and often hilarious adventures of the Fariyaq, as he moves from his native Lebanon to Egypt, Malta,
Tunis, England, and France, provide the author with grist for wide-ranging discussions of the intellectual and
social issues of histime, including the ignorance and corruption of the L ebanese religious and secular
establishments, freedom of conscience, women’s rights, sexual relationships between men and women, the
manners and customs of Europeans and Middle Easterners, and the differences between contemporary
European and Arabic literatures, all the while celebrating the genius and beauty of the classical Arabic
language.

Volumes One and Two follow the hapless Fariyag through his youth and early education, his misadventures
among the monks of Mount Lebanon, his flight to the Egypt of Muhammad 'Ali, and his subsequent
employment with the first Arabic daily newspaper—during which time he suffers a number of diseases that
paralel his progressin the sciences of Arabic grammar, and engages in amusing digressions on the table
manners of the Druze, young love, snow, and the scandals of the early papacy. Thisfirst book also seesthe
list—of locationsin Hell, types of medieval glue, instruments of torture, stars and pre-Islamic idols—come
into its own as a signature device of the work.

Akin to Sterne and Rabelaisin his satirical outlook and technical inventiveness, al-Shidyaq produced in Leg
Over Leg awork that is unique and unclassifiable. It was initially widely condemned for its attacks on
authority, its religious skepticism, and its “obscenity,” and later editions were often abridged. Thisisthe first
complete English trand ation of this groundbreaking work.
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From reader reviews:
Heather Bencomo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic
Literature). Try to make the book Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) as
your friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Martin Solomon:

The book Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know
everything if you like available and read areserve Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic
Literature). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopediaor other folks. So, how
do you think about this book?

Fern Gooding:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. L ooking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library
of Arabic Literature) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Leg over Leg: Volumes One and Two (Library
of Arabic Literature) was colourful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Leg over Leg:
Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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