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For nearly 600 years, from the battles of the early fourteenth century to the dropping of the atomic bomb at
Hiroshima, firearms derived from gunpowder and other chemicals defined the frightful extent of war. The
apparatus and materials used in World War | would have been familiar to our remote ancestors. In this
classic work, first published in 1960, James Riddick Partington provides aworldwide survey of the evolution
of incendiary devices, Greek fire, and gunpowder.

Greek fire, a composition Partington believes was made of adistilled petroleum fraction and other
ingredients (but not saltpetre), was most famously used in the sieges of Constantinople and the Crusades.
Partington moves from its antecedents?other incendiaries used in ancient warfare?o European gunpowder
recipe books ( The Latin Book of Fire, Bellifortis, and Feuerwerkbuch) and the history of infernal machines,
mines, canon, small arms, and artillery. His book includes chapters on gunpowder and weapons in Muslim
lands, India, and Chinazincluding fire books, the use of gunpowder as a propellant, the artillery of the
Mughal Emperors, and the use of saltpetre in explosives. He traces the development of gunpowder to
eleventh-century China and cites the first known mention and picture of afirearm in 1326.

"The history of gunpowder and firearms has attracted many authors with varying interests. The general
historian must take account of major inventions effecting revolutions in the life of nations. The historian of
science is concerned mostly with the invention of gunpowder. The historian of technology examines the
development in the manufacture of explosives and weapons, and the way in which gunpowder has found
applications in the peaceful arts. The military historian deals mainly with the use of gunpowder as an
explosive and a propellant... and the devel opment of firearms and their use in warfare. No recent book in
English (or for that matter in any language) has attempted a concise survey of the subject.” ?from the Preface
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From reader reviews:
LisaMartin:

This A History of Greek Fire and Gunpowder book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
This particular A History of Greek Fire and Gunpowder without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A History of Greek Fire and
Gunpowder can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This A History of Greek Fire and Gunpowder having
fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Adrian Johnson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individua isyou don't know which you should start with. This A History of Greek Fire and Gunpowder is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in thisera.

Betty Dansby:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This A History of Greek Fire and Gunpowder book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving A History
of Greek Fire and Gunpowder content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different asit. So, do you continue to thinking

A History of Greek Fire and Gunpowder is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jennifer Meeks:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This A History of Greek Fire and
Gunpowder is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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