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When should we try to prevent suicide? Should it be facilitated for some people, in some circumstances? For
the last forty years, law and policy on suicide have followed two separate and distinct tracks: laws aimed at
preventing suicide and, increasingly, laws aimed at facilitating it.

In Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws legal scholar Susan Stefan argues that these laws co-exist because they
are based on two radically disparate conceptions of the would-be suicide. This is the first book that unifies
policies and laws, including constitutional law, criminal law, malpractice law, and civil commitment law,
toward people who want to end their lives. Based on the author's expert understanding of mental health and
legal systems, analysis of related national and international laws and policy, and surveys and interviews with
more than 300 suicide-attempt survivors, doctors, lawyers, and mental health professionals, Rational Suicide,
Irrational Laws exposes the counterproductive nature of current policies and laws about suicide. Stefan
proposes and defends specific reforms, including increased protection of mental health professionals from
liability, increased protection of suicidal people from coercive interventions, reframing medical involvement
in assisted suicide, and focusing on approaches to suicidal people that help them rather than assuming
suicidality is always a symptom of mental illness. Stefan compares policies and laws in different states in the
U.S. and examines the policies and laws of other countries in Europe, Asia, and the Americas, including the
2015 legalization of assisted suicide in Canada. The book includes model statutes, seven in-depth studies of
people whose cases presented profound ethical, legal, and policy dilemmas, and over a thousand cases
interpreting rights and responsibilities relating to suicide, especially in the area of psychiatric malpractice.
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From reader reviews:

Joey Leigh:

Typically the book Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws: Examining Current Approaches to Suicide in Policy
and Law (American Psychology-Law Society Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
read, this book very suitable to you. The book Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws: Examining Current
Approaches to Suicide in Policy and Law (American Psychology-Law Society Series) is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Andria Miguel:

The book untitled Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws: Examining Current Approaches to Suicide in Policy and
Law (American Psychology-Law Society Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the
new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Dora Bair:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws: Examining Current
Approaches to Suicide in Policy and Law (American Psychology-Law Society Series) or maybe others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws: Examining Current Approaches to Suicide in Policy and Law (American
Psychology-Law Society Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Bonnie Camacho:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Rational Suicide, Irrational Laws: Examining Current Approaches to Suicide in Policy and
Law (American Psychology-Law Society Series) when you needed it?
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