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Life in the Fast Lane: The author on the CHE

Uppers. Crank. Bennies. Dexies. Greenies. Black Beauties. Purple Hearts. Crystal. Ice. And, of course,
Speed. Whatever their street names at the moment, amphetamines have been an insistent force in American
life since they were marketed as the original antidepressants in the 1930s. On Speed tells the remarkable
story of their rise, their fall, and their surprising resurgence. Along the way, it discusses the influence of
pharmaceutical marketing on medicine, the evolving scientific understanding of how the human brain works,
the role of drugs in maintaining the social order, and the centrality of pills in American life. Above all,
however, this is a highly readable biography of a very popular drug. And it is a riveting story.

Incorporating extensive new research, On Speed describes the ups and downs (fittingly, there are mostly
ups) in the history of amphetamines, and their remarkable pervasiveness. For example, at the same time that
amphetamines were becoming part of the diet of many GIs in World War II, an amphetamine-abusing
counterculture began to flourish among civilians. In the 1950s, psychiatrists and family doctors alike
prescribed amphetamines for a wide variety of ailments, from mental disorders to obesity to emotional
distress. By the late 1960s, speed had become a fixture in everyday life: up to ten percent of Americans were
thought to be using amphetamines at least occasionally.

Although their use was regulated in the 1970s, it didn't take long for amphetamines to make a major
comeback, with the discovery of Attention Deficit Disorder and the role that one drug in the amphetamine
family—Ritalin—could play in treating it. Today’s most popular diet-assistance drugs differ little from the
diet pills of years gone by, still speed at their core. And some of our most popular recreational
drugs—including the "mellow" drug, Ecstasy—are also amphetamines. Whether we want to admit it or not,
writes Rasmussen, we’re still a nation on speed.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

This On Speed: The Many Lives of Amphetamine book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of On Speed: The Many Lives of Amphetamine without we understand teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry On Speed: The Many Lives
of Amphetamine can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This On Speed: The Many Lives of
Amphetamine having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Raymond Bailey:

Typically the book On Speed: The Many Lives of Amphetamine has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over
this book.

Nathan Hutchison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled On Speed:
The Many Lives of Amphetamine the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written
in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
before. The On Speed: The Many Lives of Amphetamine giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Martin Kelley:

On Speed: The Many Lives of Amphetamine can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing On Speed: The Many Lives of
Amphetamine but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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