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Equal opportunity in the workplace is thought to be the direct legacy of the civil rights and feminist
movements and the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964. Y et, as Frank Dobbin demonstrates, corporate
personnel experts--not Congress or the courts--were the ones who determined what equal opportunity meant
in practice, designing changesin how employers hire, promote, and fire workers, and ultimately defining
what discrimination is, and is not, in the American imagination.

Dobbin shows how Congress and the courts merely endorsed programs devised by corporate personnel. He
traces how the first measures were adopted by military contractors worried that the Kennedy administration
would cancel their contractsif they didn't take "affirmative action" to end discrimination. These measures
built on existing personnel programs, many designed to prevent bias against unionists. Dobbin follows the
changesin the law as personnel experts invented one wave after another of equal opportunity programs. He
examines how corporate personnel formalized hiring and promotion practices in the 1970s to eradicate bias
by managers; how in the 1980s they answered Ronald Reagan's threat to end affirmative action by recasting
their efforts as diversity-management programs; and how the growing presence of women in the newly
named human resources profession has contributed to afocus on sexual harassment and work/life issues.

Inventing Equal Opportunity reveals how the personnel profession devised--and ultimately transformed--our
understanding of discrimination.
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From reader reviews:
Ryan Daggett:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Inventing Equal Opportunity, you
are ableto enjoy bath. It is very good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang typeis
it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Gerald Warfield:

This Inventing Equal Opportunity is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having bit of digest in reading this Inventing Equal Opportunity can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisno in
reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't missthat! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Rocky Mélvin:

Y ou may get this Inventing Equal Opportunity by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.

Mary Otter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is called of
book Inventing Equal Opportunity. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucia that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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