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Concocting a cheerful indifference to extremes of heat and hunger, tropical fever, shipwreck, disappointment
or sudden death: the Victorian plant hunter is an almost mythical figure. Now, in Blue Orchid, Big Tree, two
best-selling authors explore the dangerous world of William and Thomas Lobb, English brothers born in
obscurity who became our greatest plant hunters, and whose precious legacy lives on in our landscape and in
our parks and gardens. William Lobb (1809-1864) collected in South America and western North America
and Thomas Lobb (1817-1894) traveled through south-east Asia and India. Together they put in a total of
almost 30 years traveling and collecting, often in barely explored regions. Their travels and adventures are
full of drama, trial and tribulation. The Blue Orchid (Vanda coerulea) was collected in the Khasia hills of
India from under the nose of Kew collector, Joseph Hooker, who regarded Thomas Lobb as a mere "garden
boy" until he beat him home with this beautiful and valuable addition to the orchid world. William Lobb
discovered the "Big Tree" or Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendrn giganteum) on the Pacific coast of California and
rushed home with sacks of seeds which made the Veitch nursery huge profits.

Contents:
1 Childhood in Cornwall; 2 A Plant Nursery in Devon; 3 The Far Side of the World: William in South
America 1840-1844; 4 The Other Side of the World: Thomas in south-east Asia 1843-1847; 5 Business in
the Glasshouses; 6 Patagonian Treasure: William in Chile and Peru 1845-1848; 7 Blue Orchid: Thomas in
India and south-east Asia 1848-1853; 8 Big Tree: William in Pacific north-west America 1849-1853; 9 The
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

This Blue Orchid and Big Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the Victorian Mania for the
Exotic tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of
this Blue Orchid and Big Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the Victorian Mania for the
Exotic can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Blue Orchid and Big Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the
Victorian Mania for the Exotic giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David Binkley:

This book untitled Blue Orchid and Big Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the Victorian
Mania for the Exotic to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this publication from your list.

Robert Hansen:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Blue Orchid and Big
Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the Victorian Mania for the Exotic that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Blue
Orchid and Big Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the Victorian Mania for the Exotic
become your starter.

Peter Beaton:

The book untitled Blue Orchid and Big Tree: Plant Hunters William and Thomas Lobb and the Victorian
Mania for the Exotic contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book



with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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