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This complete revision and updating of Professor Robins' classic text offers a comprehensive account of the
history of linguistic thought from its European origins some 2500 years ago to the present day. It examines
the independent development of linguistic science in China and Medieval Islam, and especially in India,
which was to have a profound effect on European and American linguistics from the end of the eighteenth
century.

The fourth edition of A Short History of Linguistics gives a greater prominence to the work of Wilhelm von
Humboldt, because of the lasting importance of his work on language in relation to general eighteenth
century thinking and of its perceived relevance in the latter half of the twentieth century to several aspects of
generative grammatical theory. The final section, covering the twentieth century, has been rewritten and
divided into two new chapters, so as to deal effectively with the increasingly divergent development of
descriptive and theoretical linguistics that took place in the latter half of this century.

Readable and authoritative, Professor Robins' introduction provides a clear and up-to-date overview of all
the major issues in the light of contemporary scholarly debate, and will be essential reading for
undergraduate and graduate students of linguistics alike.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This A Short History of Linguistics, book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with A Short History of
Linguistics, content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A Short
History of Linguistics, is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tamika Sheppard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Short History of Linguistics,
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question A Short History of Linguistics, as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain
book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Nathan Lawhorn:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular A Short History of Linguistics, can give you a lot
of good friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Short History of Linguistics,.

Sheila Collins:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book A Short History of Linguistics, we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book A Short History of
Linguistics,. You can more desirable than now.
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