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Born of African rhythms, the spiritual "call and response,” and other American musical traditions, jazz was
by the 1920s the dominant influence on this country's popular music. Writers of the Harlem Renaissance
(Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, Zora Neale Hurston) and the "Lost Generation" (Malcolm Cowley, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and Gertrude Stein), along with many other Americans celebrated it--both as an expression
of black culture and as a symbol of rebellion against American society. But an equal number railed against it.
Whites were shocked by its raw emotion and sexuality, and blacks considered it "devil's music" and
criticized it for casting a negative light on the black community.

In thisilluminating work, Kathy Ogren places this controversy in the social and cultural context of 1920s
America and sheds new light on jazz's impact on the nation as she traces its dissemination from the honky-
tonks of New Orleans, New Y ork, and Chicago, to the clubs and cabarets of such places as Kansas City and
Los Angeles, and further to the airwaves. Ogren argues that certain characteristics of jazz, notably the
participatory nature of the music, its unusual rhythms and emphasis, gave it a specia resonance for a society
undergoing rapid change. Those who resisted the changes criticized the new music; those who accepted them
embraced jazz. In the words of conductor Leopold Stowkowski, "Jazz [had] come to stay because it [was] an
expression of the times, of the breathless, energetic, superactive times in which we [were] living, it [was]
useless to fight against it."

Numerous other factors contributed to the growth of jazz as a popular music during the 1920s. The closing of
the Storyville section of New Orleansin 1917 was a signal to many jazz greats to move north and west in
search of new homes for their music. Ogren follows them to such places as Chicago, New Y ork, and San
Francisco, and, using the musicians own words as often as possible, tells of their experiencesin the clubs
and cabarets. Prohibition, ushered in by the Volstead Act of 1919, sent people out in droves to gang-
controlled speak-easies, many of which provided jazz entertainment. And the 1920s economic boom, which
made music readily available through radio and the phonograph record, created an even larger audience for
the new music. But Ogren maintains that jazz itself, through its syncopated beat, improvisation, and blue
tonalities, spoke to millions.

Based on print media, secondary sources, biographies and autobiographies, and making extensive use of oral
histories, The Jazz Revolution offers provocative insights into both early jazz and American culture.
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From reader reviews:
Sam Hasse:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book The Jazz Revolution: Twenties
Americaand the Meaning of Jazz. All type of book can you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Aswe know
that book is very important for people. The book The Jazz Revolution: Twenties America and the Meaning

of Jazz has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Jazz Revolution: Twenties America
and the Meaning of Jazz is not only giving you considerably more new information but aso to be your friend
when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the
book The Jazz Revolution: Twenties America and the Meaning of Jazz. Y ou never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Jill Weber:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extratime or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually The Jazz Revolution: Twenties America and the Meaning of Jazz.

William L ooney:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Jazz Revolution: Twenties America and the Meaning of Jazz your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in areserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Jazz Revolution: Twenties America and the
Meaning of Jazz giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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