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National Book Award-winner Jesmyn Ward takes James Baldwin’s 1963 examination of race in America,
The Fire Next Time, as a jumping off point for this groundbreaking collection of essays and poems about
race from the most important voices of her generation and our time.

In light of recent tragedies and widespread protests across the nation, The Progressive magazine republished
one of its most famous pieces: James Baldwin’s 1962 “Letter to My Nephew,” which was later published in
his landmark book, The Fire Next Time. Addressing his fifteen-year-old namesake on the one hundredth
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, Baldwin wrote: “You know and I know, that the country is
celebrating one hundred years of freedom one hundred years too soon.”

Award-winning author Jesmyn Ward knows that Baldwin’s words ring as true as ever today. In response, she
has gathered short essays, memoir, and a few essential poems to engage the question of race in the United
States. And she has turned to some of her generation’s most original thinkers and writers—from Edwidge
Danticat, Natasha Trethewey, and Isabel Wilkerson, to Roxane Gay, Jelani Cobb, and Kevin Young—to give
voice to their concerns.

The Fire This Time is divided into three parts that shine a light on the darkest corners of our history, wrestle
with our current predicament, and envision a better future. Of the nineteen pieces, fifteen were written
specifically for this volume.

In the fifty-odd years since Baldwin’s essay was published, entire generations have dared everything and
made significant progress. But the idea that we are living in the post-Civil Rights era, that we are a “post-
racial” society is an inaccurate and harmful reflection of a truth the country must confront. Baldwin’s “fire
next time” is now upon us, and it needs to be talked about.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bell:

The guide with title The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race posesses a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Dwight Case:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Jack Johnson:

The book untitled The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Julia Barr:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Fire This Time: A New
Generation Speaks about Race can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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