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Smoking has played an important role in the cultures of North America since ancient times. Because of the
ceremonial and ritual aspects of the practice in Native American societies, smoking pipes are important
cultural artifacts. The essays in The Culture of Smoking constitute the first sustained interpretive study of
smoking pipes, focusing on the cultural significance of smoking both before and after European contact.
Pipes lend themselves to anthropological as well as archaeological analysis in part because they are more
ceremonial than utilitarian. Thus, while their styles and provenance can reveal something about trade
relationships, cultural transfer, and aesthetic influences, they also provide important information about the
nature of ritual in a particular society. As the contributors demonstrate, pipes offer a window through which
to view the symbolic, ideological, and political roles that smoking has played in North American societies
from prehistoric times to the nineteenth century.
The eleven essays included range widely over time and region, beginning with a case study of pipes and
mortuary practices in the Ohio Valley during the Early Woodland Period. Subsequent chapters examine
stone pipes from coastal North Carolina during the Late Woodland Period and the role pipes played in
interregional interaction among protohistoric Native American groups in the Midwest and Northeast. Other
essays explore the variety of cultural and political uses of pipes during the period of European contact. The
final section of the book focuses on smoking in Euro-American contexts of the seventeenth through
nineteenth centuries.
The innovative interpretive approaches taken by the contributors and the broad historical perspective will
make The Culture of Smoking a model for examining other categories of material culture, and the volume
will be welcomed by anthropologists and historians as well as archaeologists.
Sean M. Rafferty is associate professor of anthropology at the University at Albany, State University of New
York.
Rob Mann is the southeast regional archaeologist for Louisiana and is based in the Museum of Natural
Science at Louisiana State University.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hill:

This Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco
Pipes Eastern North America without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't be worry Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America can
bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North
America having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Colin Rousey:

The e-book untitled Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Smoking & Culture:
Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Tammie Jackson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Smoking & Culture: Archaeology
Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation
Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America as good book but not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes
Eastern North America can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by



knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Smoking & Culture: Archaeology Tobacco Pipes Eastern North America.
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