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In this first modern biography of Nathaniel P. Banks, James G. Hollandsworth, Jr., reveals the complicated
and contradictory nature of the man who called himself the "fighting politician." Despite a lack of formal
education, family connections, and personal fortune, Banks (1816--1884) advanced from the Massachusetts
legislature to the governorship to the U.S. Congress and Speaker of the House. He learned early in his
political career that the pretext of conviction can be more important than the conviction itself, and he
practiced a politics of expedience, espousing popular beliefs but never defining beliefs of his own. A leader
in the new Republican party, he developed a reputation as a compelling orator and a politician with a bright
future.

At the onset of the Civil War, Lincoln appointed Banks a major general, and, as Hollandsworth shows, the
same pretext of conviction that served Banks so well in politics proved disastrous on the battlefield. He
suffered resounding defeats in the 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign, the Battle of Cedar Mountain, and
the Red River Campaign. Illuminating the personal characteristics that stalled the promise of Banks's early
political career and contributed to his dismal record as a commanding officer, Hollandsworth demonstrates
how Banks's obsessive pretense of glory prevented him from achieving its reality.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Pretense of Glory: The Life of
General Nathaniel P. Banks to read.

Rose Warfield:

The knowledge that you get from Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks is the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Pretense of Glory:
The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks instantly.

Gail Kennedy:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Edward Grimes:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Pretense of Glory: The Life of General
Nathaniel P. Banks is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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