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Why are so many students intellectually disengaged? Faculty, administrators, and tuition-paying parents
have been asking this question for nearly two centuries. And the answer is always more or less the same:
students are so deeply absorbed in competitive social play (fraternities, sports, beer pong, World of Warcraft,
social media) that they neglect academics.

In Minds on Fire, Carnes shows how role-immersion games channel students’ competitive (and sometimes
mischievous) impulses into transformative learning experiences. His discussion is based on interviews with
scores of students and faculty who have used a pedagogy called Reacting to the Past, which features month-
long games set during the French revolution, Galileo's trial, the partition of India, and dozens of other
epochal moments in disciplines ranging from art history to the sciences. These games have spread to over
three hundred campuses around the world, where many of their benefits defy expectations. Students think
more critically by internalizing alternative selves, and they understand the past better by filtering it through
their present. Fierce competition between opposing sides leads to strong community bonds among teammates
and develops speaking, writing, leadership, and problem-solving skills.

Minds on Fire is a provocative critique of educational reformers who deplored role-playing pedagogies, from
Plato to Dewey to Erikson. Carnes also makes an impassioned appeal for pedagogical innovation. At a time
when cost-cutting legislators and trustees are increasingly drawn to online learning, Carnes focuses on how
bricks-and-mortar institutions of higher education can set young minds on fire.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Minds on Fire: How Role-Immersion Games Transform College as the
daily resource information.

John Lee:

The book untitled Minds on Fire: How Role-Immersion Games Transform College contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Beth Ritchey:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Minds on Fire: How Role-Immersion Games Transform College this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable
all of you.

Denise Dennis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Minds on Fire: How Role-Immersion Games Transform College
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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