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Divided We Stand is a study of how class and race have intersected in American society--above all, in the
"making" and remaking of the American working class in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Focusing
mainly on longshoremen in the ports of New York, New Orleans, and Los Angeles, and on steelworkers in
many of the nation's steel towns, it examines how European immigrants became American and "white" in the
crucible of the industrial workplace and the ethnic and working-class neighborhood.

As workers organized on the job, especially during the overlapping CIO and civil rights eras in the middle
third of the twentieth century, trade unions became a vital arena in which "old" and "new" immigrants and
black migrants forged new alliances and identities and tested the limits not only of class solidarity but of
American democracy. The most volatile force in this regard was the civil rights movement. As it crested in
the 1950s and '60s, "the Movement" confronted unions anew with the question, "Which side are you on?"
This book demonstrates the complex ways in which labor organizations answered that question and the
complex relationships between union leaders and diverse rank-and-file constituencies in addressing it.

Divided We Stand includes vivid examples of white working-class "agency" in the construction of racially
discriminatory employment structures. But Nelson is less concerned with racism as such than with the
concrete historical circumstances in which racialized class identities emerged and developed. This leads him
to a detailed and often fascinating consideration of white, working-class ethnicity but also to a careful
analysis of black workers--their conditions of work, their aspirations and identities, their struggles for
equality. Making its case with passion and clarity, Divided We Stand will be a compelling and controversial
book.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Divided We Stand can be fine book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Eugene Obrien:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is Divided
We Stand.

Ross Fletcher:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be Divided We Stand why because the amazing cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Geraldine Louis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Divided We Stand can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short free time problems.
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