
Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among
the Indians of Northwestern California

Sean O’Neill

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0806139226
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0806139226
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0806139226


Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians
of Northwestern California

Sean O’Neill

Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California Sean O’Neill

Examines the linguistic relativity principle in relation to the Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk Indians

Despite centuries of intertribal contact, the American Indian peoples of northwestern California have
continued to speak a variety of distinct languages. At the same time, they have come to embrace a common
way of life based on salmon fishing and shared religious practices. In this thought-provoking re-examination
of the hypothesis of linguistic relativity, Sean O’Neill looks closely at the Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk peoples
to explore the striking juxtaposition between linguistic diversity and relative cultural uniformity among their
communities.

O’Neill examines intertribal contact, multilingualism, storytelling, and historical change among the three
tribes, focusing on the traditional culture of the region as it existed during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. He asks important historical questions at the heart of the linguistic relativity hypothesis:
Have the languages in fact grown more similar as a result of contact, multilingualism, and cultural
convergence? Or have they instead maintained some of their striking grammatical and semantic differences?
Through comparison of the three languages, O’Neill shows that long-term contact among the tribes
intensified their linguistic differences, creating unique Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk identities.

If language encapsulates worldview, as the principle of linguistic relativity suggests, then this region’s
linguistic diversity is puzzling. Analyzing patterns of linguistic accommodation as seen in the semantics of
space and time, grammatical classification, and specialized cultural vocabularies, O’Neill resolves the
apparent paradox by assessing long-term effects of contact.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Kelly:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Cultural Contact and Linguistic
Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Jennifer Garza:

This Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Cultural Contact
and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California can be one of the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Cultural Contact
and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kimberly Smith:

The reason? Because this Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern
California is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mary Christensen:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.



The Cultural Contact and Linguistic Relativity among the Indians of Northwestern California provide you
with a new experience in looking at a book.
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