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Emerging from decades of turmoil, late nineteenth-century Mexico City was a capital in transition. Yet as the
city (and its republic) embraced technological and social change, it still faced perceptions of widespread
crime and disorder. Accordingly, the Porfirian government relied on an elite group of government officials,
prominent citizens, politicians, urban professionals, and newspaper editors to elevate the Mexican nation
from its perceived backward condition. Influenced by prevailing social theories, such as positivism and
social Darwinism, this ruling class sought not only modernization but also the imposition of national morals.
While elites sought to guide and educate the middle class toward this ideal, they viewed the growing
underclass with apprehension and fear.
 
Through a careful examination of judicial records, newspapers, government documents, and travelers’
accounts, The Imagined Underworld uncovers the truth behind six of nineteenth-century Mexico’s most
infamous crimes, including those of the serial killer “El Chalequero.” During his sensational trial, ruling
elites linked the killer’s villainous acts with the impoverished urban world he inhabited and victimized. This
pattern was not limited to the most nefarious criminals; rather it would be repeated for all crimes committed
by the poor. In an effort to construct a social barrier between the classes, elites invented a dangerous urban
periphery populated by imaginary Mexicans—degenerate, deviant, and murderous. However, the Porfirian
elite did not count on middle-class and police involvement in crime—and in numerous incidents, including a
deadly love triangle, elites were betrayed by their own role in criminality. By analyzing the cases used to
forge the underworld and those that defied its myth, Garza uncovers the complex reality that existed beyond
the Porfirian ideals of order and progress.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

The knowledge that you get from The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime,
and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City instantly.

David Hester:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Imagined
Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City suitable to you? The particular book was written
by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and
Vice in Porfirian Mexico Cityis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Henry Howell:

The reason? Because this The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

James Hall:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian
Mexico City. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious



person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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