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Addressing the question of the origins of the Zoroastrian religion, this book argues that the intransigent
opposition to the cult of the da?vas, the ancient Indo-Iranian gods, is the root of the development of the two
central doctrines of Zoroastrianism: cosmic dualism and eschatology (fate of the soul after death and its
passage to the other world).

The da?va cult as it appears in the G?th?s, the oldest part of the Zoroastrian sacred text, the Avesta, had
eschatological pretentions. The poet of the G?th?s condemns these as deception. The book critically
examines various theories put forward since the 19th century to account for the condemnation of the da?vas.
It then turns to the relevant G?thic passages and analyzes them in detail in order to give a picture of the cult
and the reasons for its repudiation. Finally, it examines materials from other sources, especially the Greek
accounts of Iranian ritual lore (mainly) in the context of the mystery cults. Classical Greek writers
consistently associate the nocturnal ceremony of the magi with the mysteries as belonging to the same
religious-cultural category. This shows that Iranian religious lore included a nocturnal rite that aimed at
ensuring the soul’s journey to the beyond and a desirable afterlife.

Challenging the prevalent scholarship of the Greek interpretation of Iranian religious lore and proposing a
new analysis of the formation of the Hellenistic concept of ‘magic,’ this book is an important resource for
students and scholars of History, Religion and Iranian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Sosa:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Daeva Cult in the Gathas:
An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Carol Smith:

The feeling that you get from The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism
(Iranian Studies) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Daeva Cult in the
Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological
Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) instantly.

Darren Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An
Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) guide written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still uncertainty The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism
(Iranian Studies) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can
break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Mary Adamczyk:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the book
The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) we can



consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that
book The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies). You
can more attractive than now.
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