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For years, designers, educators, and community administrators have clamored for a book that will highlight
the problems with contemporary playgrounds, tender sorely needed strategies with which to redress them,
and stimulate national debate about today’s crisis of undervalued public space. Susan Solomon’s
groundbreaking and marvelously illustrated American Playgrounds is that book. Since the 1970s, Solomon
maintains, American playgrounds have degenerated into irrelevance as cultural artifacts and educational
tools. Imbedded in Solomon’s text is a frank indictment of American attitudes that are stunted by a heavy-
handed emphasis on safety that limits the nature of play and the vitality of places for public assembly.

During the past decade an elite few American architects, landscape architects, and sculptors, including
Stanley Saitowitz, Walter Hood, and Mary Miss, have pioneered the restoration of aesthetic and
developmental values to play areas for young people. Solomon appraises these success stories and proposes
fresh and urgent remedies that blend excellent design principles, innovative planning, and affordability—a
vision for the future of the playground in America. Supplementing her impeccable command of primary and
secondary sources with hundreds of hours of interviews with designers and clients, the author confronts a
seriously under-developed topic with powerful and complex arguments rich in social history, law, theories of
play and childhood, and urbanism. Readers will be inspired—and equipped—to take up the gauntlet of
advocacy for superior American playgrounds.

Accessibly written, American Playgrounds will fascinate diverse constituencies, including parents,
educators, policymakers, and art, architectural, and cultural historians. For those commissioning, funding,
designing, and overseeing playgrounds, it will be indispensable. The book includes a foreword by Martha
Thorne, Associate Curator of the Department of Architecture, Art Institute of Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Neal:

The book American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community
Space is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Vines:

American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Felix Smith:

Beside this American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!

Kendrick Hardee:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book American
Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space. You can more desirable than now.



Download and Read Online American Playgrounds: Revitalizing
Community Space Susan G. Solomon #X2VNIC1TBM3



Read American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by
Susan G. Solomon for online ebook

American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by Susan G. Solomon Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by Susan G. Solomon books
to read online.

Online American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by Susan G. Solomon
ebook PDF download

American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by Susan G. Solomon Doc

American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by Susan G. Solomon Mobipocket

American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by Susan G. Solomon EPub


