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The Web of Iniquity is a study of detective fiction written by American women between the Civil War and
World War II. Refuting the idea that no American detective fiction of substance was produced between the
times of Edgar Allan Poe and Dashiell Hammett, Catherine Ross Nickerson shows how these women writers
blended Gothic elements into domestic fiction to create a unique and all-but-ignored subgenre that she labels
“domestic detective fiction.”
This subgenre allowed women writers to participate in postbellum culture and to critique other aspects of a
rapidly changing society. Domestic detective fiction combined elements of sensationalist papers, popular
nonfiction crime stories, and the domestic novel. Nickerson shows how it also incorporated the gothic tropes
found in the work of Harriet Beecher Stowe, Louisa May Alcott, and Charlotte Brontë and influenced the
work of Pauline Hopkins. Mid-nineteenth-century writer Metta Fuller Victor, who represented such
important areas of cultural conflict as the role of professions in the formation of class identity and the
possibility of women's independence and self-determination, paved the way for the appearance of women
detectives in the late-nineteenth-century fiction of Anna Katharine Green. Nickerson credits Mary Roberts
Rinehart, in particular, for bringing sophistication to the subgenre by amplifying the humorous, terrifying,
and feminist elements inherent in earlier detective novels by women. Throughout the volume, Nickerson
focuses on the narrative qualities of the domestic novel tradition and the ways in which it reflected ideologies
of domesticity and gender. Also included are a discussion of various rewritings of the Lizzie Borden scandal
in this tradition and an afterword on the relation of domestic detective fiction to the hard-boiled style.
The Web of Iniquity places the detective fiction written by women between 1850 and 1940 into ongoing
discussions regarding women, culture, and literature and will appeal to scholars and students of women's
studies, American studies, and literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Guarino:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Web of Iniquity:
Early Detective Fiction by American Women book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Buddy Stewart:

The ability that you get from The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective Fiction by American Women may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective Fiction by
American Women giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective Fiction by American Women instantly.

Tracy Rendon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective Fiction by American Women can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

David Fern:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective
Fiction by American Women or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective Fiction by American Women to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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