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For sheer government absurdity, the War on Drugs is hard to beat. After three decades of increasingly
punitive policies, illicit drugs are more easily available, drug potencies are greater, drug killings are more
common, and drug barons are richer than ever. The War on Drugs costs Washington more than the
Commerce, Interior, and State departments combined - and it's the one budget item whose growth is never
questioned. A strangled court system, exploding prisons, and wasted lives push the cost beyond measure.
What began as a flourish of campaign rhetoric in 1968 has grown into a monster. And while nobody claims
that the War on Drugs is a success, nobody suggests an alternative. Because to do so, as Surgeon General
Joycelyn Elders learned, is political suicide. Dan Baum interviewed more than 175 people - from John
Ehrlichman to Janet Reno - to tell the story of how Drug War fever has been escalated; who has benefited
along the way; and how the mounting price in dollars, lives, and liberties has been willfully ignored. Smoke
and Mirrors takes you right into the offices where each new stage was planned and executed, then takes you
to the streets where policies have produced bloody warfare. This is a tale of the nation run amok - in a way
the American people are not yet ready to confront.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Oberlin:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the
Politics of Failure is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Allison Phelps:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure
this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
ideal all of you.

Donald Noble:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure.

Mandy Jackson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure when
you necessary it?
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