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On November 7, 1967, the voters of Cleveland, Ohio, and Gary, Indiana, elected the nation's first African-
American mayors to govern their cities. Ten years later more than two hundred black mayors held office, and
by 1993 sixty-seven major urban centers, most with majority-white populations, were headed by African
Americans. Once in office, African-American mayors faced vexing challenges. In large and small cities from
the Sunbelt to the Rustbelt, black mayors assumed office during economic downturns and confronted the
intractable problems of decaying inner cities, white flight, a dwindling tax base, violent crime, and
diminishing federal support for social programs. Many encountered hostility from their own parties, city
councils, and police departments; others worked against long-established power structures dominated by
local business owners or politicians. Still others, while trying to respond to multiple demands from a diverse
constituency, were viewed as traitors by blacks expecting special attention from a leader of their own race.
All struggled with the contradictory mandate of meeting the increasing needs of poor inner-city residents
while keeping white businesses from fleeing to the suburbs. This is the first comprehensive treatment of the
complex phenomenon of African-American mayors in the nation's major urban centers. Offering a diverse
portrait of leadership, conflict, and almost insurmountable obstacles, this volume assesses the political
alliances that brought black mayors to office as well as their accomplishments-notably, increased minority
hiring and funding for minority businesses-and the challenges that marked their careers. Mayors profiled
include Carl B. Stokes (Cleveland), Richard G. Hatcher (Gary), "Dutch" Morial (New Orleans), Harold
Washington (Chicago), Tom Bradley (Los Angeles), Marion Barry (Washington, D.C.), David Dinkins (New
York City), Coleman Young (Detroit), and a succession of black mayors in Atlanta (Maynard Jackson,
Andrew Young, and Bill Campbell). Probing the elusive economic dimension of black power, "African-
American Mayors" demonstrates how the same circumstances that set the stage for the victories of black
mayors exaggerated the obstacles they faced.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book African-American Mayors: Race,
Politics, and the American City will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Carolina Jones:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this African-American Mayors: Race, Politics, and the American City, you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Rachel Cady:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication African-American Mayors: Race, Politics, and the American City was
filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.

Andre Barrett:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
African-American Mayors: Race, Politics, and the American City. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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