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Thomas Jefferson was an avid book-collector, a voracious reader, and a gifted writer--a man who prided
himself on his knowledge of classical and modern languages and whose marginal annotations include
quotations from Euripides, Herodotus, and Milton. And yet there has never been a literary life of our most
literary president.

In The Road to Monticello, Kevin J. Hayes fills this important gap by offering a lively account of Jefferson's
spiritual and intellectual development, focusing on the books and ideas that exerted the most profound
influence on him. Moving chronologically through Jefferson's life, Hayes reveals the full range and depth of
Jefferson's literary passions, from the popular "small books" sold by traveling chapmen, such as The History
of Tom Thumb, which enthralled him as a child; to his lifelong love of Aesop's Fables and Robinson Crusoe;
his engagement with Horace, Ovid, Virgil and other writers of classical antiquity; and his deep affinity with
the melancholy verse of Ossian, the legendary third-century Gaelic warrior-poet. Drawing on Jefferson's
letters, journals, and commonplace books, Hayes offers a wealth of new scholarship on the print culture of
colonial America, reveals an intimate portrait of Jefferson's activities beyond the political chamber, and
reconstructs the president's investigations in such different fields of knowledge as law, history, philosophy
and natural science. Most importantly, Hayes uncovers the ideas and exchanges which informed the thinking
of America's first great intellectual and shows how his lifelong pursuit of knowledge culminated in the
formation of a public offering, the "academic village" which became UVA, and his more private retreat at
Monticello.

Gracefully written and painstakingly researched, The Road to Monticello provides an invaluable look at
Jefferson's intellectual and literary life, uncovering the roots of some of the most important--and influential--
ideas that have informed American history.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson.
Try to stumble through book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Eileen Lopez:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of
Thomas Jefferson. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important any book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Tony Hill:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Road to Monticello: The Life and
Mind of Thomas Jefferson book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Francisco Garcia:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson when you desired it?
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