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The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court offers an insightful and provocative analysis of the
Supreme Court's most important task--shaping the law. Thomas Hansford and James Spriggs analyze a key
aspect of legal change: the Court's interpretation or treatment of the precedents it has set in the past. Court
decisions do not just resolve immediate disputes; they also set broader precedent. The meaning and scope of
a precedent, however, can change significantly as the Court revisitsit in future cases. The authors contend
that these interpretations are driven by an interaction between policy goals and variations in the legal
authoritativeness of precedent. From this premise, they build an explanation of the legal interpretation of
precedent that yields novel predictions about the nature and timing of legal change.

Hansford and Spriggs test their hypotheses by examining how the Court has interpreted the precedents it set
between 1946 and 1999. This analysis provides compelling support for their argument, and demonstrates that
the justices ideological goals and the role of precedent are inextricably linked. The two prevailing, yet
contradictory, views of precedent--that it acts either solely as a constraint, or asa"cloak” that never actualy
influences the Court--are incorrect. This book shows that while precedent can operate as a constraint on the
justices decisions, it also represents an opportunity to foster preferred societal outcomes.
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From reader reviews:
Derrick Robertson:

The book The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we |leave the great thing like a book The Politics of Precedent on the
U.S. Supreme Court? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ivan Caputo:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
individual ? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it issuitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need thiskind of The Politics of
Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court to read.

Danielle Deguzman:

The e-book untitled The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court is the e-book that recommended to
you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher useto explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of The Palitics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court from the
publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

William Brown:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Politics of Precedent on the U.S.
Supreme Court can be the response, oh how comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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