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Prior to Roe v. Wade, hundreds of thousands of illegal abortions occurred in the United States every year.
Rickie Solinger uses the story of Ruth Barnett, an abortionist in Portland, Oregon, between 1918 and 1968 to
demonstrate that it was the law, not so-called back-alley practitioners, that most endangered women'slivesin
the years before abortion was legal .

Women from all walks of life came to Ruth Barnett to seek abortions. For most of her career she worked in a
proper suite of offices, undisturbed by legal authorities. In her years of practice she performed forty thousand
abortions and never lost a patient. But in the anti-abortion fervor of the post-World War |1 era, conditionsin
Portland and el sewhere began to change. Barnett and other practitioners were hounded by the police and
became convenient targets for politicians and sensation-hungry journalists. Desperate women continued to
seek abortions but were forced to turn to profiteering abortion syndicates run by racketeers or to use self-
induced methods that often ended in seriousinjury or death. Solinger makes vivid use of newspaper accounts
and extant legal transcripts to document how throughout the country laws were used to persecute competent
abortion practitioners.

While Roe v. Wade has alleviated some of the danger that shaped women's lives before 1973, Solinger
points out that the abortion practitioner is again threatened in the United States, this time by the violence of
anti-choice fanatics. Her book is an instructive reminder of the vigilance necessary to protect both women
and those who would provide them with freedom of choice.
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From reader reviews:
Tammi Kendrick:

Often the book The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law will bring one to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideaiis very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Edward Phillips:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to
fill your freetime/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law can be
great book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Kurt Haney:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law can give you alot of
close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law.

Rosemarie Pickett:

Y ou can find this The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve chalengeif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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