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In areview of The Return of the King published in the Observer in 1955, Edwin Muir criticizes that "all the
characters are boys masquerading as adult heroes[...] and will never come to puberty [...]. Hardly one of
them knows anything about women," and similar observations have been made by critics over time. Yet can
Tolkien's portrayal of masculinity truly be reduced to such asimple formula? Are his men al smply "boys"
or, as other critics argue, simplistic good heroes, aromanticized version of the medieval knight who fights a
dragon to win the princessin the end?

In Masculinity in Tolkien, Rost argues that despite Tolkien's often conservative views when it comes to sex
and gender, a closer look at how masculinity is performed in hisworks actually shows the social criticism
hidden within, the rejection of the heroic code and the search for a hero and a masculinity which is built on
love and loyalty, not the excess of courage and pride that can be found in many of his mythological and
literary sources.

To do so, Rost looks at Anglo-Saxon literature, and how Tolkien criticizes the heroic code by his portrayal of
the costs of pride. Afterward, she explores the concept of Chivalry which Tolkien describesin his essay on
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight to show how this chivalrous masculinity is criticized and rejected in
Tolkien's fiction. Rost furthermore examines Tolkien's conception of 'good' and 'bad' kingship, and afterward
looks at Tolkien's war experiences and how this might have shaped the portrayal of his hobbit charactersin
The Lord of the Rings. At last, she looks at contemporary, queer readings of Tolkien's portrayal of
masculinity which try to deconstruct the conservative heterosexual matrix of hisworld.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Tirrel:

The book Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the
Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Masculinity in Tolkien: Social
Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and
other works? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share al of these. Book
Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The
Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Juan Hinkson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now istaking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Masculinity in Tolkien: Socia Criticism and the
Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works as
your daily resource information.

Sandra Birk:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of
several booksin thetop list in your reading list is actually Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the
Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Kyle Reese:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the



Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Masculinity in Tolkien: Social
Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and
other works. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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