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Although inequality in Latin America ranks among the worst in the world, it has notably declined over the
last decade, offset by improvements in health care and education, enhanced programs for social assistance,
and increases in the minimum wage.

In Democracy and the Left, Evelyne Huber and John D. Stephens argue that the resurgence of democracy in
Latin America is key to this change. In addition to directly affecting public policy, democratic institutions
enable left-leaning political parties to emerge, significantly influencing the allocation of social spending on
poverty and inequality. But while democracy is an important determinant of redistributive change, it is by no
means the only factor. Drawing on a wealth of data, Huber and Stephens present quantitative analyses of
eighteen countries and comparative historical analyses of the five most advanced social policy regimes in
Latin America, showing how international power structures have influenced the direction of their social
policy. They augment these analyses by comparing them to the development of social policy in democratic
Portugal and Spain.
 
The most ambitious examination of the development of social policy in Latin America to date, Democracy
and the Left shows that inequality is far from intractable—a finding with crucial policy implications
worldwide.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Stewart:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Democracy and the Left: Social Policy and Inequality in
Latin America why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Sarah Jackson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Democracy and the Left: Social Policy and Inequality in Latin America can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Charles Owens:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Democracy and the Left: Social Policy and Inequality in Latin
America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Arlene Miller:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Democracy and the Left: Social Policy and Inequality in Latin America. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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