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Taking a stand midway between Piaget's constructivism and Fodor's nativism, Annette Karmiloff-Smith
offers an exciting new theory of developmental change that embraces both approaches. She shows how each
can enrich the other and how both are necessary to a fundamental theory of human cognition.

Karmiloff-Smith shifts the focus from what cognitive science can offer the study of development to what a
developmental perspective can offer cognitive science. In Beyond Modularity she treats cognitive
development as a serious theoretical tool, presenting a coherent portrait of the flexibility and creativity of the
human mind as it develops from infancy to middle childhood.

Language, physics, mathematics, commonsense psychology, drawing, and writing are explored in terms of
the relationship between the innate capacities of the human mind and subsequent representational change
which allows for such flexibility and creativity. Karmiloff-Smith also takes up the issue of the extent to
which development involves domain-specific versus domain-general processes. She concludes with
discussions of nativism and domain specificity in relation to Piagetian theory and connectionism, and shows
how a developmental perspective can pinpoint what is missing from connectionist models of the mind.

Formerly a research collaborator of Piaget and Inhelder at Geneva University, Annette Karmiloff-Smith is
Senior Research Scientist with Special Appointment at the MRC Cognitive Development Unit in London,
and Professor of Psychology at University College, London.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Numbers:

The ability that you get from Beyond Modularity: A Developmental Perspective on Cognitive Science is the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Beyond Modularity: A Developmental Perspective
on Cognitive Science giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Beyond
Modularity: A Developmental Perspective on Cognitive Science instantly.

Rosa Reid:

The reason? Because this Beyond Modularity: A Developmental Perspective on Cognitive Science is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robert Wilkes:

Beyond Modularity: A Developmental Perspective on Cognitive Science can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing
Beyond Modularity: A Developmental Perspective on Cognitive Science although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Nelson McNamee:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Beyond Modularity: A Developmental Perspective on Cognitive Science offer



you a new experience in looking at a book.
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