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The Protean Virgil argues that when we try to understand how and why different readers have responded
differently to the same text over time, we should take into account the physical form in which they read the
text as well as the text itself. Using Virgil's poetry as a case study in book history, the volume shows that a
succession of material forms - manuscript, printed book, illustrated edition, and computer file - undermines
the drive toward textual and interpretive stability. This stability is the traditional goal of classical scholarship,
which seeks to recover what Virgil wrote and how he intended it to be understood.

The manuscript form served to embed Virgil's poetry into Christian culture, which attempted to anchor the
content into a compatible theological truth. Readers of early printed material proceeded differently, breaking
Virgil's text into memorable moral and stylistic fragments, and collecting those fragments into commonplace
books. Furthermore, early illustrated editions present a progression of re-envisionings in which Virgil's
poetry was situated within a succession of receiving cultures. In each case, however, the material form
helped to generate a method of reading Virgil which worked with this form but which failed to survive the
transition to a new union of the textual and the physical. This form-induced instability reaches its climax
with computerization, which allows the reader new power to edit the text and to challenge the traditional
association of Virgil's poetry with elite culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bell:

Here thing why that The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical
Presences) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Protean Virgil: Material
Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Protean Virgil:
Material Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Protean Virgil:
Material Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences) in e-book can be your choice.

Mary Burnette:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the
Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Connie Pauls:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Protean Virgil: Material Form and
the Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Michael Mitchell:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list in
your reading list is actually The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical
Presences). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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