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Most twentieth-century Americans fail to appreciate the power of Christian conversion that characterized the
eighteenth-century revivals, especially the Great Awakening of the 1740s. The common disdain in this
secular age for impassioned religious emotion and language is merely symptomatic of the shift in values that
has shunted revivals to the sidelines.

The very magnitude of the previous revivals is one indication of their importance. Between 1740 and 1745
literally thousands were converted. From New England to the southern colonies, people of all ages and all
ranks of society underwent the New Birth. Virtually every New England congregation was touched. It is safe
to say that most of the colonists in the 1740s, if not converted themselves, knew someone who was, or at
least heard revival preaching.

The Awakening was a critical event in the intellectual and ecclesiastical life of the colonies. The colonists'
view of the world placed much importance on conversion. Particularly, Calvinist theology viewed the
bestowal of divine grace as the most crucial occurrence in human life. Besides assuring admission to God's
presence in the hereafter, divine grace prepared a person for a fullness of life on earth. In the 1740s the
colonists, in overwhelming numbers, laid claim to the divine power which their theology offered them. Many
experienced the moral transformatoin as promised. In the Awakening the clergy's pleas of half a century
came to dramatic fulfillment.

Not everyone agreed that God was working in the Awakening. Many believed preachers to be demagogues,
stirring up animal spirits. The revival was looked on as an emotional orgy that needlessly disturbed the
churches and frustrated the true work of God. But from 1740 to 1745 no other subject received more
attention in books and pamphlets.

Through the stirring rhetoric of the sermons, theological treatises, and correspondence presented in this
collection, readers can vicariously participate in the ecstasy as well as in the rage generated by America's
first national revival.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Donovan:

This The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Great Awakening: Documents on the
Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of
Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Great Awakening: Documents on the
Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Alice Bowers:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Great
Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

John McGinnis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)
book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published
for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Great Awakening: Documents
on the Revival of Religion, 1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History
and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Ana Smith:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Great Awakening: Documents on the Revival of Religion,
1740-1745 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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