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Michael Urban chronicles the advent of blues music in Russia and explores the significance of the genre in
the turbulent, postcommunist society. Russians, he explains, have taken a music originating in the "low"
culture of the American South and transformed it into an object of "high" culture, fashioning a social identity
that distinguishes blues adherents from both the discredited Soviet past and the vulgar consumerism
associated with the country's Westernization. While adapting the idiom to their own conditions, Russia's
bliuzmeny (bluesmen) have absorbed the blues ethos encoded in the music by their American forebears,
using it to invert their social world, thus deriving dignity and satisfaction from those very things that give
one the blues.Based on more than forty interviews with blues musicians and fans, nightclub managers, and
others, Russia Gets the Blues reveals the fascinating history of blues in Russia, from the initial mimicry of
British blues-rock to the recent emergence of a specifically "Russian blues." The gradual mastering of the
idiom in Russia has been conditioned by the culture of the country's intelligentsia, a fact explaining why, on
one hand, bliuzmeny feel compelled to proselytize on behalf of the music, to share with others this treasure
of "world culture," while, on the other, they perform blues almost exclusively in English?which almost no
one understands?and condemn any and all efforts to make the music commercially successful.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times
(Culture and Society after Socialism) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and
Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Laverne Dunbar:

You can obtain this Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and
Society after Socialism) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Donna Layne:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture
and Society after Socialism) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative
person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life at this time book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in
Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism). You can more pleasing than now.
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