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A handful of great landmark books in the scientific renaissance forever changed how we look at our place in
the universe. The first of these was Nicolaus Copernicus’ De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium, Libri VI
(Six books on the revolutions of the heavenly spheres). Published in 1543, the year of the Polish
astronomer’s death, De Revolutionibus gave a revolutionary new blueprint for the planetary system. The
earth, instead of resting solidly in the center of the cosmos, was set awhirl, spinning on its axis every twenty-
four hours and revolving around a distant, fixed sun. The new cosmology was not a clarion call from the
stars, inevitable and proven by fresh Renaissance observations of the planets; instead it was something truly
subtle and wonderful, a "theory pleasing to the mind." Chapter 10, with its famous sun-centered diagram of
the planetary system, was intended to convince not by physical or astronomical "proof," but by aesthetics, by
the beauty of the explanation. Clearly the persuasion would be in the eye of the beholder.

Each of Copernicus’ arguments concerns the planets, those heavenly bodies that moved against the fixed
patterns of the distant stars. He demonstrated that the principal complications in the planetary motions could
be elegantly explained by attributing movement to the earth itself. From a geometric point of view,
Copernicus’ arguments were highly compelling, but to the great majority of his contemporaries, any claims
for physical reality seemed ridiculous. If the earth were spinning daily on its axis, a stone thrown upward
would surely land in another county. As the great Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe would say later in the
sixteenth century, "The Copernican arrangement nowhere offends the principles of mathematics, but it casts
the earth, a lazy, sluggish body unfit for motion, into a movement as fast as the aetherial torches [i.e., the
stars themselves]."

Commentary by Owen Gingerich, searchable English translation and Latin live text.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Williams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stay than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this De Revolutionibus
Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Ruby Freeman:

This De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) is great guide for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Clifford Harvey:

The book untitled De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Gale Gibbs:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium
(Latin and English Edition) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and
English Edition) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of



that time.
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